Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.058; wR factor = 0.144; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.3.
In the title compound, [V(C 7 H 3 NO 4 )O(C 10 H 8 N 2 )]ÁC 2 H 5 OH, the V IV atom exhibits a distorted octahedral coordination environment formed by two pyridyl N atoms of 2,2 0 -bipyridine (bpy), the vanadyl O atom, and two carboxylate O atoms and one pyridyl N atom of the tridentate pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylate (pydc 2À ) ligand. The pyridyl N atom of the pydc 2À anion and one pyridyl N atom of bpy occupy the axial positions. O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving the ethanol solvent molecule as donor and a carboxylate O atom as acceptor atoms, as well as C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, together with -stacking interactions between adjacent aromatic rings (average centroid-centroid distance = 3.577 Å ), seem to be effective in the stabilization of the crystal packing, resulting in the formation of a three-dimensional structure.
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For general background to proton-transfer compounds and their complexes, see: Aghabozorg et al. (2008) 
Experimental
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Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2005 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009). We are grateful to the Islamic Azad University, North Tehran Branch, for financial support. resulting in the formation of a three-dimensional structure. In this network, layers of pydc 2-and bpy are alternatingly repeated in the bc plane (Fig. 2) .
The reaction of vanadium III chloride (78 mg, 0.5 mmol), bpy (156 mg, 1 mmol) and pydcH 2 (167 mg, 1 mmol) in a 1:2:2 molar ratio in ethanolic/aqueous solution resulted in the formation of green platy [VO(bpy)(pydc)]
.
C 2 H 5 OH crystals.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93-0.97Å and constrained to refine with the parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2 (aromatic and methylene H atoms) or 1.5 (methyl H atoms) U eq (C), except for the H atom of the ethanol hydroxy group which was positioned under consideration of a rotating O-H group with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O) and O-H = 0.82 Å.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level.
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